The British Cardiovascular Intervention Society asked the cardiac units in the United Kingdom that performed adult and paediatric interventional procedures for information on the procedures that had been performed between 1 January and 31 December 1988. Information for adult procedures was obtained from 44 cardiac units, 18 of which supplied incomplete data. Information on paediatric procedures was provided by 11 units; there was no information from two units. Table 2 shows the overall results of percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty. The figure in the left hand column refers to the total number of procedures for which information was available. For example, out of 5047 percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty procedures, information on mortality was available on 4817 (950%). Mortality in these 4817 patients was 077O% with figures for units ranging from 0% to 4-8%. Death and myocardial infarction refer to these complications occurring at or after percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty, during the hospital admission for the percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty, with or without emergency coronary artery bypass grafting. For this survey we defined success at percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty as the immediate angiographic result assessed visually where the stenosis was reduced to < 50%o of the lumen of the adjacent artery. This success was achieved without complication during the admissionthat is, death, myocardial infarction, or emergency coronary artery bypass grafting. Unfortunately, information on myocardial infarction and the success of the procedure was less often available from the centres. United Kingdom during 1988.
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